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COUNTY OF ALLEGHANY, VIRGINIA

Planning and Zoning Department

9212 Winterberry Avenue, Suite A

Covington, VA  24426

(540) 863-6650
APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE

Name of Applicant/Developer: ________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone#: ____________________________

Work Phone #: ________________________________

**Name of Property Owner (if different from above): _______________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone #: ____________________________

Work Phone #: ________________________________

**If owner is different from applicant/developer, written consent from the owner or a copy of a legal contract between the developer and owner shall accompany this application.

Location or Address of Property where Variance is requested: _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tax Map ID# _________________________________ Lot Size/Acreage __________________ District ______________

Zone Classification _____________________ Zone Classification of Surrounding Property ________________________

State Route Number/Street Name _____________________________________________ Subdivision ______________

Present Use of Property: _______________________________ Proposed Use of Property ________________________

The Code of Virginia and the Alleghany County Zoning Ordinance contain specific requirements for granting a variance.  Variance requests must conform to the following statutory criteria.  The fact that the Board feels it is doing “justice”, the request is considered necessary and essential for health, personal, or other reasons; or that the request is not opposed by nearby property owners, do not, when standing alone, constitute valid reasons for the granting of a variance.  The State Code and County Code requires that no variance shall be granted unless the Board finds:

  1. A strict application of the ordinance would produce undue hardship.

  2. The hardship is not generally shared by other properties in the same zoning district and the same vicinity.

  3. The granting of  the variance would not be a detriment to adjacent property nor would the character of the zoning 

      district be changed if granted.

  4. The condition of the property or the proposed use is not of such a recurring nature in the community as to make the 

      adoption of a general zoning amendment practical which would otherwise permit the proposed use by right.

  5. The hardship is not self-inflicted in any manner.

  6. The exceptional narrowness, shallowness, size or shape of the property, its topographic conditions, or other 

      extraordinary condition of the property, or use of immediately adjacent property effectively prohibits or unreasonably 

      restricts the use of such property in a manner consistent with Zoning Ordinance requirements.

  7. The granting of a variance would alleviate a clearly demonstrable hardship approaching confiscation as distinguished 

      from a special privilege or convenience.

State the amount and type of variance being requested. ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Based on the above criteria, briefly state reasons why a variance is being requested. _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Briefly describe the improvements that are to be made to the property.   State whether new buildings are to be constructed, or if alternatives or additions to an existing building are being proposed.______________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________State what improvements or provisions are being proposed for the following, where applicable: These items may be addressed on a separate sheet and attached to this application.

Ingress and egress to the proposed property or structure: ___________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Traffic Flow: ______________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Off-street parking and loading: ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________Control of dust, noise, glare or odor:____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Utilities, with reference to location and availability: _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________Screening and buffering, including types and dimensions, and any protection to surrounding properties: ______________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________Yard area and open space: __________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________Compatibility with the surrounding properties: ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________Flood Plain information: Is the property located in a flood hazard area? ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________Hours of operation: _________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________Outside lighting: ___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location of sign(s): _________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Safety precautions: _________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there any covenants, deed restrictions, or a deed of dedication associated with this parcel? ___No ___ Yes  If yes, submit a copy with this application.

Items to be submitted with this Application 

A site plan shall be submitted with this application that shows boundaries and dimensions of the property, width of abutting streets or right-of-ways; location and size of existing and proposed buildings on the property: location of existing or proposed roadways and walkways on the property; existing and proposed parking and loading areas; and location of water courses or lakes and landscapes.  Where applicable, flood information should be provided on the site plan.  The distances that the existing and proposed structures are located from the property boundaries shall also be shown on the site plan.

A radius map showing the surrounding properties within 1,800 feet shall accompany this application.  A copy of the County Tax Map showing the surrounding area will be sufficient.  Copies of the Map or portions thereof, showing the general area can be obtained from the Commissioner of the Revenue’s Office or the Public Works Office.

The property shall be staked by the applicant showing the corners of the proposed structure(s) on the parcel in question so that a site visit can be made by the staff and the Board of Zoning Appeals.

The landowner/developer will be responsible for compliance with all other applicable ordinances and regulations including the erosion and sedimentation ordinance.

A list of adjoining property owners shall also be submitted in the space provided on this application.  Adjoining properties include properties located across any street, road, right-of-way, river, stream, or railroad.  Names of the current owners of adjoining properties can be obtained from the Commissioner of the Revenue’s Office or the Public Works Office.

Photographs of the property involved may be included with this application.  Photographs should not be larger than 8½ X 11 inches.

Evidence must be presented to show that any delinquent real estate taxes owned to the locality, which have been properly assessed against the subject property, have been paid.  A copy of the paid real estate tax ticket or a statement from the Treasurer’s Office noting taxes have been paid must be attached to the application.

This application form must be filled out completely with full answers to every applicable statement and question.  The application shall be signed by the applicant, the landowner, or their agent, and notarized by a Notary Public in the space provided.

An application fee shall be paid at the time this request is filed.  The fee is based on the fee schedule adopted by the Board of Supervisors.  This fee is to cover the cost of advertising in the local newspaper and the notification of adjoining property owners.  This fee is non-refundable once advertisement has occurred.  Checks are to be made payable to “Alleghany County Treasurer”.

The completed application with attachments and the fee are to be returned to the County Planner in the Planning and Zoning Department of the Public Works Office.

ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNERS



Owner




Address



Tax Map Number

____________________________
_________________________________
________________________

____________________________
_________________________________
________________________

____________________________
_________________________________
________________________

____________________________
_________________________________
________________________

____________________________
_________________________________
________________________

____________________________
_________________________________
________________________

____________________________
_________________________________
________________________

____________________________
_________________________________
________________________

____________________________
_________________________________
________________________

SIGNATURE

I, ______________________________________,  being duly sworn, depose and say that I am the Lessee/Owner of the property involved in the application.  If I am not, I will produce a copy of a contract to purchase the property or I will present certification from the owner granting me the right to submit this application.  I further declare that I have familiarized myself with the rules and regulations pertaining to this application and that the foregoing statements and answers provided herein are in all respects true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.







Signed: ___________________________________________________







Date: _____________________________________________________

Notary Signature

State of Virginia, County of __________________________________ to wit

Subscribed and sworn before me this _____ day of _________________________, ____________________







Notary Public _______________________________________________







My Commission Expires ______________________________________

CHECKLIST:

___ Application 



___ Fee

___ Site/Concept Plan


___ Adjoining Property Owners

___Radius/Vicinity Map


___Photographs

___Evidence of Paid Taxes

___Flood Information

___Supporting Documentation

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Application #: ___________________________ Time/Date of Hearing: BZA ___________________________________

Date Received: __________________________
Fee Paid: _________ Received By:_____________________________

Reviewed By: ___________________________________ Forwarded To: _____________________________________

Code Section: ___________________________________ Comp Plan: _______________________________________

Other Comments: __________________________________________________________________________________
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